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IN BRIEF

Residents clean
up derelict site
CHELMSFORD:A ‘Big Society’
community effort cleared up an
eyesore Chelmsford garage site at the
we e ke n d .

A dozen residents of Timsons Lane
organised a litter pick with their
local councillors because they were
sick of seeing people use a garage
block near Coronation Park as a
waste dump.

Chelmsford council provided a skip
and gear for the volunteers to do the
work on Saturday.

Cllr Jean Murray said: “The place
was derelict and overgrown but with
some good community spirit we made
it look as bright as a new pin.”

Balloon race cash
CHELMSFORD: A balloon race is
being held to raise money for the
Kieran Formby Memorial Fund.

Each balloon will be released at the
Riverside Inn on July 2 at 2pm and
will cost £1 each.

After six weeks, the three balloons
which have floated the furthest will
win a prize. The prizes include a free
haircut with Toni & Guy, a three-
course meal at the Riverside Inn or
£50 in cash.

Kieran Formby died from an
undiagnosed heart condition while
on holiday in Ibiza when he was just
20.

The money raised from the race,
will go towards heart screenings for
those aged between 14 and 35.

DALE FARM: Clergy in call for understanding

Bishops slam plan
to evict travellers
By Steve Clow
s t e v e . c l o w @ e s s e x c h ro n i c l e . c o . u k

TWO Essex Bishops have
slammed plans to evict 86 Irish
traveller families from Dale
Farm, Europe’s largest illegal
t r ave l l e r s ’ s i t e.

The Bishop of Brentwood,
the Right Rev Thomas McMa-
hon, has joined the Bishop of
Chelmsford, the Right Rev
Stephen Cottrell, in speaking
out over Basildon Council’s
proposed eviction, which could
end up costing the taxpayer up
to £18 million.

Concer ns
Essex Police recently se-

cured £9.5 million in funding to
clear as many as 1,000 people
from the five-acre green-belt
site in Crays Hill, near Wick-
ford, which is owned by the
t r ave l l e r s.

Bishop Thomas told the
Chronicle: “Alongside the hu-
manitarian concerns, we have to

ask if an extremely expensive
operation to evict the travellers
is a good use of public money in
these straitened times.

“It is certainly a privilege in
our ministry to support the
traveller community and to
work for more understanding

on all sides.”
He is particularly concerned

about the effects it will have on
children at Dale Farm.

“We are particularly con-
cerned that breaking up this
long-standing community and
its way of life will be a serious

trauma for the children, who
have stability and support at
Crays Hill Primary School.”

Bishop Stephen added:
“Bishop Thomas and I are both
concerned about the eviction,
which we strongly opposed to.

“I have not personally been
to Dale Farm but Bishop
Thomas and I are closely mon-
itoring the situation, as we are
regularly in touch with each
other over important issues
like this.”

Yo u t h
While Bishop Stephen re-

fused to be drawn on whether
an eviction was a good use of
public money, he said if we were
handed the police’s £9.5 million
eviction pot he would spend it
on youth workers.

The bishops emphasised that
they did not support “ille gal”
activity but said they did sup-
port “the right of a recognised
ethnic minority to have some-
where safe to live”.

VOICING CONCERN: The Right Rev Thomas McMahon meets
youngsters from Dale Farm CMUK20110627A-012_X

AGAINST THE EVICTION: The Bishop of Chelmsford, the Right
Rev Stephen Cottrell Photo by Anthony Channer

SUPPORTING TRAVELLERS: The Bishop of Brentwood, the
Right Rev Thomas McMahon CMGM20110611A-627_C

SPENDING £9.5m WISELY
Rob Saggs,
operational
manager for
CHESS, a
homeless
charity
which
operates
night shelters in Chelmsford,
said: “We would most
certainly seek to build a
bespoke facility, close to or in
the town centre with space
for other partner
o rg a n i s a t i o n s .

“The building would house
service users all under one
roof, provide administration
space for staff, and an advice
and day centre.”

C h e l m s f o rd
B o ro u g h
Councillor
Stephen
Robinson,
speaking in
his capacity
as a
member of the town’s Round
Table, said: “We support a
range of different local
charities, usually making one
or two big donations (for
example Kids Inspire) plus a
number of smaller ones.

“Nationally, a key project is
Round Table Children’s Wish,
so any money we raise, big
or small, would go along
those lines.

Charlene
Byr ne, who
founded
the Scott
H a rd y
Foundation,
would build
a house for
the families of injured service
men and women to stay in
while visiting their hospital.

C h e l m s f o rd
B o ro u g h
Councillor
F re d a
Mountain
said she
would like

to see more affordable
housing in the area to help
young people get on the
property ladder.

Maldon
musician
Cocker
F re e m a n
said: “If I
was given
£9.5 million
I would buy
a radiotherapy unit for
Broomfield Hospital or I
would give at least £2m
towards one.

“I’d give Farleigh Hospice
£2m for whatever facility
they want.

JOIN THE EVICTION COST DEBATE:
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